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brevet, and entitled to service at the next vacancy, was assigned to Lamb's regiment, to supply the place of Lieut-Col. Oswald, who had resigned his command; and accordingly, Stevens joined that part of the corps, at the park at head quarters.*
The dream of Congress, that the war of defence was ended, seemed to have been infectious, and the people at large were falling into the same delusion.f So little energy was exhibited in the prosecution of the public business, that the Legislature of New York, which had been ordered to assemble on the 8th January, had not, twelve days after that period, gathered in sufficient numbers, to form a quorum for business. Gov. Clinton, whose sagacity, like that of Washington, could not be blinded to the alarming apathy which prevailed, deplored this supineness of the people, in a letter to Col. Lamb, in the following terms:
POUGHKEEPSIE, 20 January, 1779.
" Our Legislature were to have met at this place on the 8th instant, but a sufficient number of members have not yet appeared, to proceed on business; when there will, God only knows. So little attention is paid to the public weal, by the guardians of the rights of the people, as to discourage me, more than I can well express."
I am, Dr Sir, in the utmost haste,
Your Most Obed't Serv't,
GEO. CLINTON.J Col. LAMB.
Nor were these gloomy apprehensions without cause; the dissensions in Congress, artfully fomented by the intrigues of the British commissioners; and the general yearning for peace, occasioned by the opening of negotiations, had paralized the public mind to an alarming degree. Another patriotic friend,J viewed the perilous crisis, with equal alarm; and although he was removed from the dangers of the war, in the peaceful pursuits of his former occupation, he was yet
* Journal Congress.
t Lamb papers, N. Y. His. Soc.          J Idem.